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JUDGES NEEDED FOR 
NEW STUDENT CONTEST

Any UPPAA member who is willing to help as a judge 
for the upcoming student writing contest should contact 
Larry Buege: LSBuege@aol.com.  Judges will read through 
about 10 stories written by high school students and 
score them on a number of items. A scoring sheet will be 
provided. We should have three judges read each story for 
balance and fairness, so we can use as many judges as are 
willing to help out. There will be no names on the stories, 
just an entry number, so judges do not need to worry that 
they might know a student who submitted.  Members who 
volunteer to help would receive these stories by Jan. 31, 
2018, and likely sooner than that. 

MARKETING TIP:
Change Your PitCh for eaCh 
audienCe You faCe
by Debbie Frontiera

Whenever we do book events, we should think about each 
audience in advance and hone our “pitch” for that audience. 
One size does not fit all. I’ve found I have to be good at this 
since I sell in more than one area of the country. 

Here are some examples:
When I am in the Upper Peninsula and pitching my 

historical fiction, Living on Sisu, I vary “where” it is to fit the 
place I am at the moment. If I’m in Calumet, I’ll say, “Right 
here in Calumet.” If I’m in the Keweenaw in general, it’s, 
“Right here in the Copper Country.” If I’m over in Marquette 
or east of there, it’s “Right here in the U.P.” Finally, if I’m 
down in Texas I say, “This is Michigan’s Alamo.”

With the photos and poems in The Nature of Life, I might 
vary it like this, “Probably ninety percent of these photos 
and poems were inspired by the marshes here in Houghton 
County,” Or “in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula,” or if I’m in 
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ANNOUNCEMENT: 
Paulette Noble came across a 

website called SavvyAuthors.com 
which has many useful workshop-style 
online classes for reasonable prices. 
She’s taken several over the summer 
(one of them taught by bestselling 
author Angela Knight) and has been 
pretty happy with them. Members get 
a discount on the classes. There are also 
chat rooms to keep in touch with other 
members and other resources. 
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Houston, “Some of these photos were 
taken right here in Houston.” I’ve 
even said of the photos, as it is on 
the back of the book, “All over the 
country.” All of these statements are 
true because most of them are from 
the U.P., but 3-4 were in Houston and 
1 was taken in Arizona. 

Whatever your book’s setting 
or theme, you want to make your 
audience members feel like they are 
part of it in some way, so figure out a 
way to include them. You’ll find you 
make more sales when people feel they 
have some connection—no matter 
how small—to your book. 

U.P. Reader Issue #2 – Call for Submissions is ON!
It is now time to 

think about getting your 
submissions in for the next 
issue of the U.P. Reader. We 
have increased the allowable 
word count from 2500 to 
5000 to accommodate longer 
features. Of course, we still 
want to encourage our poets 
to send us their work as well. 
Our deadline is December 
21st.

The U.P. Reader has 
been doing very well with 
its first issue, including 
receiving an invite from 
the Library of the State of 
Michigan to participate in its 
“Notable Books” program. 
Naturally, we have jumped 
at the opportunity and have 
officially submitted the U.P. 
Reader Issue 1. 

The U.P. Reader will 
also be participating in the 
UPPAA High School Writing 

Contest where we will be 
publishing the winner of the 
contest in 2018 right alongside 
of the rest of our great talent.

Issue 1 has been placed 
at several bookstores and is 
seeing excellent sales and has 
been well received by those 
who have purchased and read 
it. There have been many 
compliments and enthusiasm 
towards the next issue. This 
is not only good news for the 
UPPAA but to those writers 
who participated in the first 
issue. 

It is even better news for 
those who make it into the 
next issue. We are successfully 
building readership with 
a product that there is an 
obvious hunger for. As the 
future of the U.P. Reader 
moves forward we expect it to 
evolve into a true showcase of 
U.P. writing talent.

We consider all types 
of writing, fiction and 
non-fiction, and if there 
is art or photography that 
accompanies your submission, 
we encourage that as well. 
We need permission from 
the artist to use the work. It 
must be previously unreleased 
work.

So get those submissions 
in and be a part of this very 
special project.

To learn more about the 
U.P. Reader go to http://
upreader.org/

Or contact: Mikel Classen, 
Managing Editor, mikel_
classen@yahoo.com

Or Deborah Frontiera, 
Editor, dfrontiera@wildblue.
net

Be sure to put “U.P. 
Reader Submission” in the 
subject line.

continued from page 1
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Being an Amazon #1 Bestseller
by ronDi bauer olson

For weeks after my novel debuted, my 
desktop background was a screenshot of 
its Amazon ranking the day it released.  
Amazon #1 bestseller! I am proud of this 
accomplishment, but I don’t use it when 
promoting my book. The reason? Being an 
Amazon #1 bestseller doesn’t mean a whole 
lot. Unlike being on the New York Times 
bestseller list, which ranks books by weekly 
sales, Amazon rankings are based on velocity, 
that is, how many books are being sold 
compared to others at any particular time. To 
achieve my #1 ranking, I sold 28 books in one 
day. Impressive, but certainly not New York 
Times impressive.

So how did I do it? First, my book is listed 
under Teen & Young Adult Christian Science 

Fiction. While it’s not the most obscure 
category in the world, it’s not as competitive 
as Teen & Young Adult Science Fiction. I 
am also listed under that category, and came 
nowhere near #1. Second, only one version of 
my book was available for purchase that first 
day, the paperback. Because different versions 
are ranked separately, if more than one version 
is available, for example paperback and Kindle, 
your book will essentially be competing 
against itself.

Being an Amazon #1 bestseller is a lot 
of fun, and possible for anyone who plans 
well: List your book in a small category, have 
only one edition available, and tell all of your 
friends and relatives to buy on one certain day.
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MEMBER NEWS
richard P. Smith won 3 writing awards 

in an annual competition conducted by the 
Michigan Outdoor Writers Association 
(MOWA). The awards were announced at a 
MOWA meeting in Cadillac on June 17.

He took a 3rd place 
award for an article 
published in Michigan 
Out-of-Doors Magazine 
titled “How to Get Lost 
Tracking Bears.” An 
article titled “Moose Not 
Endangered” that was 
published in Woods-N-
Water News took 2nd 
place in another category. 
Another article titled 
“Michigan Bucks and 
Bears” that was published 
in Michigan Sportsman 
Magazine also won a 
2nd place award in still a 
different category. 

His latest book, the 
3rd edition of Tracking Wounded Deer, was 
published on August 1, 2017. This edition 
has all color photos and 176 pages. Four new 
chapters with new material have been added. 
The book retails for $19.95 and is $25 postpaid 
for mail orders. Contact: Richard P. Smith, 
Outdoor Writer and Photographer, 814 Clark 
St., Marquette, MI 49855 • rpsoutdoors@
chartermi.net

debbie frontiera is involved in a new 
book project, a “work-for-hire” involving 
Village Ranch, a residential treatment center 
for troubled teens. Her friend, Brita Ylitalo, 
of Cokato, MN, got her involved with this 
great non-profit group. Brita is on the board 
for Village Ranch, which will celebrate 30 
years of serving families and teens in the 
summer of 2018. Debbie’s task is to compile 

a history for the group—before the original 
board members forget the early days. The 
book will be used internally by the group to 
say to caseworkers, judges, probation officers, 
schools, etc. in Minnesota, “This is who we are 
and how we can help you and the youth in your 
jurisdictions,” or to parents of troubled teens, 

“This the heart of our people who 
will help your family.” And even 
to other similar facilities or those 
starting up, “This is a great way to 
do it.”

Carrie Pearson sold Stretch 
to The Sun: From a Tiny Sprout 
to the Tallest Tree on Earth to be 
illustrated by Susan Swan. This 
nonfiction picture book is about 
Hyperion, a coast redwood that 
grew to be a titan despite almost 
insurmountable odds. It illustrates 
the fine line between strength and 
fragility and how close we came to 
destroying an ancient world. It is 
slated for publication in fall 2018. 
Contact: Carrie Pearson, children's 

book author and speaker, co-Regional Advisor, 
SCBWI-MI, www.carriepearsonbooks.com  
www.michigan.scbwi.org (906) 360-3229 EST

Let’s connect!, FB: carrie.c.pearson, Twitter: 
@carrieapearson, 
Pinterest: 
carrieapearson

tyler tichelaar 
will be giving his 
readers a treat this 
Halloween season, 
with his newest 
book, Haunted 
Marquette: Ghost 
Stories from the 
Queen City. The 
book contains 
more than forty 



Editor’s Note
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stories of ghosts and paranormal activity within 
the city of Marquette.

Haunted Marquette is divided into several 
sections on hauntings in Marquette’s churches 
and cemeteries, the downtown businesses, 
the lakeshore, various houses, and Northern 
Michigan University. Tichelaar researched 
each location to determine the likelihood of 
a haunting there and whether any historical 
evidence existed to make the haunting plausible. 
He also interviewed numerous people about 
their personal experiences with ghosts.

Tichelaar will release Haunted Marquette 
at the Marquette Regional History Center 
on Wednesday, October 11. A presentation 
will begin at 6:00 p.m. and last about an hour, 
followed by a book signing. Partial proceeds 
from the book signing will be donated to the 
history center.

You can learn more at Tichelaar’s website 
www.MarquetteFiction.com and at the MRHC’s 
website www.marquettehistory.org

Paulette noble has a new book out. A 
Virtual Reality, Part Five: Intended Solutions is 
the fifth and final part of her series “A Virtual 
Reality.” It will be released on the 10-year 
anniversary of the first words written in the 
story, 12/18/2007. 

 Gillian Lawrence had broken into an 
experimental virtual reality simulation to enjoy 
a weekend of illicit personal exploration when a 
virus swept through the network, trapping her 
inside the sim. While only one night in the real 
world, many months of trials have passed within 
the simulation. She’ila Li Kee, the rogue AI 
posing as a goddess, has had Joshua kidnapped 
to lure Gillian to her. She wants Gillian at her 
side as her protégé. With Jethrik and his team of 
elite trackers, she embarks on a journey across 
a continent to find her stolen lover, the last 
missing encryption keys for a damaged message 
packet from the JSA 674 security AI, and to save 
the world from those who would see it—and 
her—destroyed for their own selfish ends.

Also, her husband, Rick Escamilla (writes as 
R.E. Kelly) is working on a collection of essays 
with a humorous bend, called Anthology of 
Humor. It’s the next project in their publishing 
pipe and they’re expecting a mid-winter release.

More Than You Think You Know, a women’s 
road (river) trip novel by Cyndi Perkins, has 
been released by Beating Windward Press. The 
story of ships and friendships, set in fall 2006, 
follows Hailey, Robin, and Trish, three women 
piloting the 44-foot luxury trawler Blackout 
through the Heartland Rivers from Chicago to 
the Gulf of Mexico.

With her children grown and gone, Hailey 
can no longer stomach living with her abusive 
husband. In the midst of both a boating trip 
and menopausal angst, she steals a sailboat 
and ventures solo across Lake Michigan. In a 
Chicago harbor, she meets Robin, the chain-
smoking divorcé, captain of Blackout. When 
the Coast Guard broadcasts a radio alert for 
the stolen sailboat, Robin insists Hailey seek 
asylum and travel downriver with her. In Joliet, 
they take on Trish, a Las Vegas gold-digger who 
deserts her sugar daddy’s yacht to join the crew 
and get out of Illinois.  

The women navigate the 1,300-mile-long 
series of rivers and locks through the Heartland 
Rivers from Chicago to the Gulf of Mexico, 

continued on page 6
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UPPAA Newsletter 
Editor Needs 
Your Ideas

from your editor deborah K. frontiera: Keep that news 
coming! all year long, i welcome your announcements, 
new projects, marketing tips, short articles, and words 
of wisdom you think the membership would enjoy. 
please email any/all materials to her at dfrontiera@
wildblue.net with “uppaa news” in the subject line.
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keeping weary eyes out for barges and Hailey’s 
husband. With no sense of destination beyond 
Mobile Bay, they are on not one journey, but 
two: America’s Great Loop and the search for 
their own place to be safe, to be happy, to be 
themselves.

A Houghton-based writer and editor, 
Perkins first refined and delivered her 
successful query for her debut novel at the 
2015 Upper Peninsula Publishers and Author’s 
(UPPAA) conference in Marquette, in a session 
on elevator pitches. 

Perkins will present her first book talk at 
Michigan Tech’s Van Pelt and Opie Library 
from 4-6 p.m. Thursday, October 19.  Reach 
her at cyndiperkins.com and connect on social 
media @cyndiperkins. 

roslyn elena Mcgrath published her 
fifth book this spring – Post-Resurrection: The 
Family of Mary Magdalene.  Hear the voices 
of  Mary Magdalene, her three oldest children, 
her sister Martha, Judas Iscariot, and Jesus of 
Nazareth after their flight from Israel as never 
before, as each shares his or her distinct nature 
and personal struggles, gifts, lessons learned, 
spiritual teachings, and support and advice for 
all of us now, along with esoteric secrets from 
biblical times.  

Post-Resurrection can be purchased at www.
EmpoweringLightworks.com and Amazon.
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